
LTNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
GENERAL ORDER I8.OOO7

The full Court met in executive session on Thursday, March 22,2018 and approved a proposal to

amend the Local Rules of the Unitd States Bankruptcy Court for the Northem District of Illinois. The

proposed amendments were published with cornments due on January 31, 2018. One comment was

received.

At its meeting on February 7,2018, the Rules Advisory Committee discussed the comment

received. After discussion, the Advisory Committee withdrew Rule 5005-4 for further consideration.

The Advisory Committee recommended that the Rules Committee approve the rules as published, with the

exception of Rule 5005-4.

The Court's Rules Committee discussed the proposal at its meeting on February 15, 2018. The

Rules Committee reviewed the draft amendments and the suggestion from the Rules Advisory Committee.

It recommended that the fuIl Court adopt the proposed Local Rules of the Bankruptcy Court as published,

with the exception of Rule 5005-4.

The full Court considered the recommendation of the Rules Committee at its meeting on Thursday,

March 22,2018 and agreed to adopt the Local Rules of the Bant<ruptcy Court; therefore,

By direction of the full Court, which met in executive session on Thursday, March 22,2018,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the amendments to the Local Rules of the Bankruptcy Court be

adopted as attached, additions shown thus, deletions shown th*s.

Dated at Chicago,Illinois tti, fiof March,2018

ENTER:

4
Chief Judge



RULE TOOO.T DEFINITIONS

I t I 0) "District Court Local Rules" mean-s the Civil Rules promulgated by the district court;
I



RULE 10061 PAYMENT OF FILING FEE IN INSTALLMENTS

If a debtor applies to pay the filing fee in installments pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 1006,
the clcrk may enter on behalf of the judge to whom the case is assigned the appropriate order. T[q
order musF-rrhiehrvill require that (a) fifty percent
after the petition datel (b) the fee be paid in no more than four@
installments: and (ct tne finat lnstal@ 120 days after the petition {4!gis.f,tC.



RULE 1017.3 EFFECT OF DISMISSAL OF BAI\KRUPTCY CASE ON PENDING
ADYERSARY PR(rcEEDINGS

Whenever a bankruotcv case @is dismissed, a_Bg4di!$ry
advenary proceeding arising under, arising in, or related to the case{hen-peirding will nqlbe
dismissedr*i*e*lprlindiee unlessotherxise ordered by the cour!ffi
qi{epar{*eerde+ When a bankruptcy case is dismissed. any adversary proceedings pending in
the case that are civil actions€€s€s.fl,.hi€h+ov€+€€f, removed to tbe bankruptcy court mustrvi{l be
remanded



RULE I019-1 CONVERSION BY ONE DEBTOR UNDER A JOINT PETITION

When only one oftwo joint debtors in ajoint petition files a notice of conversioniare*t or
motion to convert, upon payment ofany required additional filing fees, the clerk ghall#i+ divide
the case into two separate cases and assign a case number to the new case. The debtor seeking to
convert his or her case Shallmust give notice to the other debtor, as well as to all other parties
entitled to notice under the Bankruptcy Code and Bankruptcy Rulesthe*ed:*,-Banle"*, and
gbal!,!*l+ be rcsponsible for the payment of all required fees. Each debtor Shallmu€t file within 14
days ofdivision ofthe case all necessary amendments to the schedules and statement offinancial
affairs.



RULE 2015.1 DEFERRAL OF FILING FEES DUE FROM TRUSTEE

In an adversary proceeding, ifthe case trustee certifies+e+he+le* that the estate lacks the
funds necessaryto pay a filing fee, the trustee will
en4+nter the deferral of the fee on the docket. If the estate later receives funds sufficient to pay
the defened fees, the trustee will then pay the fee.



RULE2O9O-3 APPEARANCE BY ATTORNEYS NOT MEMBERS OF THE BAR
OF TIIE DISTRICT COURT (Pro Hac Vlce)

An attorney who is not a member of the bar of the Ddistrict Qeourt but who is a member in
good standing of the bar of the highest court of any state or of any United States District Court may
appear before this court after:

( I ) completing the form application for leave to apper pro hac vice as prescribed by the

Qdistrict Ceourt,

(2) palng the required fee to the clerk ofthe pdistrict eCourt, and

(3) filing the application and receipt for payment with the clerk of thg
Bankruptcyis Qeourt.

The cleft ofthe Bankruotcy Court will enterthell,e orderon behalfofthe assigned Judeeef
@.



RI,]LE 2090.5 APPEARA,NCES

A. Indtvidual Appearances; Appearances by Firms Prohlbited

(l) Filing a document elechonically constitutes entering an appearance for the party on
whose behalfthe document is filed.; ead Nno seoarate appearances form should be
filedfurther netiee efapp .

(2) Any other appearance must be filed by the attomey appearing using forms
prescribed by the pgistrict Qeourt.

GLOnly individual attomeys may file appearances. Appearances by firms are not
allowed.

p-)(4) An appearance of
or withdrawal of any other attomey who has appeared. To substitute or withdraw.
an attomey must comply with Rule 2091-1.

B. Appearance ofAttorney for Debtor; Adversary Proceedings

Counsel who represents the debtor upon the filing of a petition in bankruptcy is deemed to
appear as attomey of record on behalf of the debtor for all purposes in the bankruptcy case,
including any contested matter and any audit, but is not deemed to appear in any adversary
proceeding filed against the debtor.

C. Appearance by United States Attorney or United States Trustee

No appearance form need be filed by the United States Attomey or the United States
Trustee or any of their assistants when appearing in the performance of their duties.

D. Appearance ofAttorney for Other Pardes

Once an attomey has appeared in a conte$ed matter or an adversary proceeding that
attomey is the attorney ofrecord for the party represented for all purposes incident to the matter or
proceeding, unless a court orders otherwise.



RULE 3OO7-T OBJECTIONS TO CLAIMS

Subject to Fd. R. Bankr. P. 3007, an objections to a claims must be noticed for hearing
as an original motion in accordance with Rule 9013-1 and must identifu the claimant and claim
number. A copy of the Broof of claim that is the subject of the objection must be attached.



RTJLE 3Ol$I IRESERVEDI

d€tc



RULE 5005.1 METHOD OF FILING

A. Admlnistradve Procedures

The court may adopt Administrative Procedures to permit filing, signing, service and
verification of documents by electronic meats in conformity therewith.

B. Electronlc Care Fillng

Pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 5005(aX2), all documents must be filed in accordance with
the Administrative Procedures.

C. Divislons of the Dlstrlct

The caption of each document must identiff the division of the court to which the case is
assigned.

D. Paper Documents

If paper documents are permitted or required by the Adminishative Procedures, they must
be filed at the offrce of the clerk in Chicago, Illinois, for Eastem Division cases, and the office of
the clerk in Rockford, Illinois, for Westem Division cases.

E. ProofofldentifvofUnrepresentedDebtors

When a person not represented bv an atomev files a petition. the person must fumish proof
of idefltitv as follows:

(l) Anvpersonfilineapetitionattheclerk'sofficemustpresentacceotableohoto
identification.

(2) Anv oerson filinq a oetition on behalf of another person must oresent acceotable ohoto
identification both for himself or herself and for the otrer oerson. When a joint petition
is filed. acceptable ohoto identification must be presented for each debtor.
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RT'LE 5O1T.I MOTIONS FOR WTTHDRAWAL OF REFERENCE

A motion under Fed, R. Bankr. P. 501 1(a) to withdraw the reference ofa case or proceeding
under 28 U.S.C. $ 157(d) must be filed udth the clerk-ef+he4en{truptey-eeutr and must be
acmmpanied by the required filing fee. The clerk must promptly transmit the motion to the district
court.

14
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RULE 702G1

A. Definition

DISCOVERY MATERIALS

For the purposes of this Rule, the term "discovery materials" includes all materials
related to discovery under Fed. R. Civ. P. 26 through Fed. R. Civ. P. 36, made applicable to
bankruptcy proceedings by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7026 through Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7036 and Fed. R.
Bankr. P. 9014, and to discoverytaken under Fed. R. Bankr. P.2004.

B. Discovery Materlals Not to Be Flled Except By Order

(1) Except as provided by this Rule-Rule_ZQIZL or order of court, discovery materials
must not be filed with the cleft, The party serving discovery materials must retain
the originals and be custodian ofthemi+. An original deposition must be retained by
the party who ordered it. The court, on its own motion, on motion of any party, or
on motion by a non-party, may require the filing of any discovery materials or may
make provision for a person to obtain a copy ofdiscoverymaterials at the person's
own expEnse.

(2) Ifdiscovery materials are received into evidence as exhibitg the attomey producing
them will retain them unless the court orders them deposited with the clerk. When the
court orders them deposited, they will be treated as exhibits subject to the provisions
ofRule 9070-1.

16



RULE 7037-I DISCOVERY MOTIONS

A. AI1 motions underFed. R. Civ. P. 26 through 37 (made applicablebyFed. R. Bankr.
P. 7026 through 7037) relating to a discoverydispute, including any motion under Fed. R. Bankr.
P. 37(a) to compel discovery, must include a statement that:

(l) after consultation in person or by telephone, and after good faith atternpts to resolve
differences, the parties are unable to reach an accord; or

(2) counsel's atterpts to e,ngage in such a consultation were unsuccessful due to no
fault ofcounsel.

Where consultation has occurred, the statement in the motion must recite the datq time,
and place of the consultation, and the names of all persons participating, Where counsel was
unsuccessful in engaging in the consultation, the statement in the motion must recite in detail the
eflorts counsel made to engage in the consulbtion.

B, A party movins to compel discoverv responses must attach to the motion a cooy of
thediscoveryreouestthatisthesubjectofthemotionandanyresoonsetothereouest. Failureto
attach a discovery reguest and any response will be grounds for denial ofthe motion.

17



RULE 7056-I MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT; MOVING PARTY

A. Supporting Documents Required

With each motion for summary judgment filed underFed. R. Bankr. p.7056, the moving
party must serve and file a supporting memorandum of law and a statement of material facts as
to which the moving party contends there is no genuine issue and that entitles the moving party
to judgment as a matter of law, and that also includes:

(1) a description of the parties;

(2) all facts supporting venue and jurisdiction in this court; and

(3) any affidavits and other materials referred to in Fed. R. Civ. p. 56(qex I XA).

B, Form - Statement of Facts

The statement of facts must consist of short numbered paragraphs, including within each
paragraph specific references to the affidavits, parts ofthe record, and other supporting materials
relied upon to support the facts set forth in that paragraph. Failure to submit such a statement
constitutes grounds for denial ofthe motion.

C. Subsequent Filings by Moving Party

Ifadditional material facts are submitted by the opposing party pursuant to Rule 7056-2,
the moving party may submit a concise reply in the form prescribed in Rule 7056- 2 for response.
All additional material facts set forth in the opposing party's statement filed under section
A(2Xb) of Rule 7056-2 will be deemed admitted unless controverted by a statement of the
moving party filed in reply.

18



RULE 705G2 MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT; OPPOSING PARTY

A. Supporting Documents Required

Each party opposing a motion for summary judgment under Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7056 must
serve and file the following:

(l) a supporting memorandum of law;

(2) a concise response to the movant's statement of facts that will contain:

(a) a reqponse to each numbered paragraph in the moving party's statement,
including, in the case ofany disagreement, specific references to the affidavits,
parts ofthe record, and other supporting materials relied upon; and

(b) a statement, consisting ofshort numbered paragraphs, ofany additional facts
that require the denial of summary judgment, including references to the
affidavits, parts ofthe record, and other supporting materials relied upon; and

I t3) any opposing afiidavits and other materials referred to in Fed. R. Civ. P. 56(9e)( I )(A).
I

B. Effect

All material facts set forth in the statement required of the moving party will be deemed to
be admitted unless controverted by the statement ofthe opposing party.

'19



RULE 9OI3.T MOTIONS

D. Serylce of Modons

(1) ServicebyMail

Where service ofthe notice of motion is by mail, the notice of motion must be mailed
at least 7 days before the date ofpresentment.

(2) Personal Service

A notice of motion served personally must be servod no later than 4:00 p.m. on the
third day before the date ofpresenhnent. Personal service includes actual delivery.
and delivery by facsimile transmission ("fax")-adSpn rcelylM/EeE.

(3) Fax Service

Where service is by fax, the certificate of service must be accompanied by an
automatically generated statement confirming transmission. The statement must
contain the date and time of hansmission, the telephone number to which the motion
\vas transmitted, and an acknowledgment from the receiving fax machine that the
transmission was received.

(4) Sovice by th+CIWECF€ystem

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures----{ar---the----€ese
electronic filing of a document

constitutes service on any person who is a Registrant entitled to file documents using
M/ECF and who has filed a

document in the case in electrcnic format via CM/ECF+he{rstem. The time of filine
is the time of service for purposes of section D(2) of this Rule.

(5) E-mail Service

Except for service by the--CM/ECF-System as provided in this rule, service by
electronic mail is prohibited unless a written request is made under Fed. R. Bankr. P.

9036 or the court orders otherwise.

J. Servlce of Modilied Orders on Pro .Se Pardes and Cerdllcate of Service

lf the court enters an order that chanses the proposed order Dresented bv the movant in
accordance with Paragraph C(5) above and the change affects any pro se oartv. the movine partv
must serve on the rro se partv a copy of the order within three davs of its entrv. The moving pafi
must file a certificate of service stating the date. manner of service. and name and address of the
recioient.

+ - Formatted: Indent: Let: 0", First line: 0"
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RULE 9OI3-2 EMERGENCY MOTIONS

A. Motions That May Be Treated as Emergencies

A motion may be treated as an emergency only if it arises from an occurrence that could
not reasonably have been foreseen and requires immediate action to avoid serious and irreparable
harm.

B. Application to Set Hearing

A party seeking to present an emergency motion-mnst:

(l) must file an Application to Set Hearing on Emergency Motion ("the Application,,) that
states the reasons that the motion should be heard on an emergency basis and the
proposed time frame for presentnent of the emergency motion;

(2) must attach the proposed emergency motion to the Application;-ard

(3) must not notice the Application for hearins: and

(4) need not serve the Application or submit a draft order with the Application.
aof€efv€+he4r#ion

Responce to Applicadon Prohibited

No reqponse to the Application may be filed.

-md"need

C.

D. Procedure After Application Filed

After filing the Application and attached proposed motion specified in section B of this
Rule, the movant must telephone the chambers ofthejudge assigned to the case to notifv thejudse
of the filing of the Application. If the assigred judge is available to rule on the Application, the
judge must promptly determine whether to grant the Application. If the judge assigned to the case
is not available to rule on the Application, the movant should telephone the chambers of the
emergency judge of the filing of the Application. If the emergency judge is available, the
emergency judge must determine whether to grant the Application. If the emergency judge is not
available, the movant may contact the clerk, using the emergency telephone numbers available on
the court's web site if necessary, and the clerk must attempt to contact anotherjudge to rule on the
Application.

E. Procedure if Application Granted

If the Application to Set Hearing on Emergency Motion is granted, the movant must:

(l) immediately notify all parties entitled to notice. includine the chapter 7 trustee or
chapter l3 trustee. the U.S. trustee and all parties who may be affected by the motion.
by phone, fax, or personal service of the date, time, and place of the hearing on the
emergency motion; and

(2) file the emergency motion with:

(a) a notice of motion specifting the date, time, and place of the emergency hearing
and a statement that the motion may be opposed on the basis that emergency
treatment is not appropriate; and

(b) a certificate of service reflecting the date, time, and method of service of the
notice of motion and the motion.

F. Procedure if Application Denied

If the Application to Set Hearing on Emergency Motion is denied, the movant must notice
the motionin accordance with Rule 9013-1.

21



RULE9O29-4B ATTORNEYDISCPLINARYPROCEEDINGS

B. Discipline of Attorneys for Misconduct

(14) Appeal

Entry of an order imposing discipline is a final order, appealable as of right to the
Executive Committee of the district courl Part VtrI of the Fed. R. Bankr. P, governs

, all appeals from disciplinary orders of the bankrupby court, except that Fed, R.

I Bannee-. P. 8006 does not apply.
I
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RULE9O29-4C RESTRICTEDFILERS

A. Restricted Filcrs

Anv oartv who has abused the orocesses of the bankruotcv court mav be orohibited.\

\
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or the United States Trustee for this reFon may submit a written reguest to the chief iudee of the
bankruptcy court askine the bankruptcv court to declarc a paftv a restrict€d filer and prohibit that
partv from filins documents. ,-

(2) Initial Decision

Upon receivins a reguest. the chiefjudee must submit the reque$ to the banknptcy
court for consideration. After considerine the request. the bankruotcv court must decide bv majority
vote either (a) that the request merits no action. or (b) that the request may merit action. and a
resoonse is warranted.

(3) Reouest for Resoqnse.

Ifthe bankruotcy court decides that a response is warranted. the chiefjudge must
notifv the oart], in writins. The notice must

(a) state that the bankruptcy court has been asked to restrict the party's right to file --
documentsl

(b) give ttre reasons whv the restriction has been reouested: and

(c) state that the oaqv has the right to resoond to the resuest in writine within 30 days.

(4) Final Decision

After receivine the response. or after the time to respond has expired. the chiefjudee
must submit the request and anv response to the bankruptcv court. After considering the reouest and
any resPonse. the banl'ruotcy court must decide bv majority vote either (a) that the request merits no
action. or (b) that the partv should be declared a restricted filer. lf the bankruptcy court determines
that the party should be declarod a restricted filer. the bankruotcv court must also determine the terms
ofthe restriction.
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restriction to be lifted. The terms must state how such a request may be made. when such a reouest
may first be made. and how freouently such requests may be made.

D. Order

(l) Thc detcrmination that a party has bcsr declared a restricted filer must be set forth in an
order siSned by the chiefjudge. The order must set forth the terms of the restriction. The
order must also describe how the restricted filer can request oermission to file a document.-
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The clerk ofthe court must maintain a current list ofoarties declared restricted filers
under this Rule.

(2) The simed order must be submitted to the clerk of the court who must docket the oder
as a separate miscellaneous proceeding under the restricted filer's name. A coov of the
order must be sent to the restricted filer by regular mail.

E. Restrlcted Fllers Llst

F. Documents Filed by Restricted Filers

(1) Refusal of Document Unless Acconpanied bv Motion..

reouesting permission to file the document. the clerk must not file the document or
the motion but must stamp them "received" and deliver them to the chief iudee. or
some otherjudge as the restricting ordEr designates. for decision.

(2) Decision on Motion

(a) Ifthe motion requestine permission is sranted. thejudge must sign an order to that r
effect. The clerk must docket the order in the miscellaneous proceeding. file the
documents submitted in the bankruotcv case or adversarv proceeding. as
apolicable. and mail to the restricted filer a copv ofthe order and a stamped copv
ofthe documents.

ft) If the motion is denied. the judge must sier an order to that effect. The clerk must
docket the order in the miscellaneous proceeding and must mail the order to the
restricted filer along with the documents submitted for filing.
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If a restricted filer submits a document for filinq alons with a written motion

(a) Any document a restricted filer submits for filinglnust be retumed unfiled unless
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G. Aooeal

final orders appealable as of rieht to the Executive Committee ofthe distict court. Part VIU of the
Fed. R. Bankr. P, eovems all appeals from orders under this Rule. except that Fed. R. Bankr. P.
8006 does not aoolv.

H. Efrect on Other Powers

Nothine in this Rule is inte.nded to restrict in any way thepowers of a judge under other Local.--
Rules. the Federal Rules of Bankruptcv Procedure. the Fedcral Rules of Civil Procedure. or the
Bankruptcy Code.
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RULE 9060.I MEDIATION AND ARBITRATION

Exceot to the extent required by the Bankruptcy Code or Federal Rules of Bankruptcy
Procedure. parties to an adversary oroceeding or contested matter need not reouest court approval
before pursuinq mediation or arbitation. Parties must promptl), file a motion with the court
requestinc anv schedulins chanses that the oroposed mediation or arbitration mal/ necessitate.
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